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1997 for its leadership and service in social 
justice, education and development for man-
kind. 

Beta Lambda is led today by Hon. Ardie A. 
Bland, Damon E. Roath as Vice President, 
and William A. Griffin as Recording Secretary. 
Additional officers include: Johnathan Bernard, 
Terence M. Goree, Joseph C. Lewis, Rev. 
Kevin L. Nelson, Howard A. Berry, Eric J. Hal-
liburton and Thomas A. Phillips. 

One hundred years in the life of any person, 
organization or institution is a significant mile-
stone and serves as a testament of fidelity to 
principles, seriousness of purpose and devo-
tion to goals and objectives. Thus, the reason 
for intentional recognition to such an amazing 
local treasure. 

Madam Speaker, please join me and our 
colleagues in expressing our collective con-
gratulations to the Beta Lambda Chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and extending our 
heartfelt wishes for even greater success as it 
begins its second century. 
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HONORING FORMER SILVIS MAYOR 
JOE TERRONEZ ON HIS 90TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Joe Terronez on his 90th 
birthday. Mr. Terronez is the first Hispanic 
mayor in the state of Illinois and is the former 
mayor of Silvis, Illinois. 

Joe Terronez began a long career of public 
service when he was first elected alderman in 
1963 before later going on to serve the City of 
Silvis as its mayor. He was one of the first 
Hispanic city council members in the state and 
his dedication to his community is admirable. 
One of the best examples of Mayor Terronez’s 
service to others, although there are many, 
was when he renamed 2nd Street in Silvis to 
‘‘Hero Street.’’ Although this street is only one 
and a half blocks long, over 100 of its resi-
dents were members of the military, including 
six who gave the ultimate sacrifice defending 
our freedoms. As a result, Mayor Terronez 
dedicated this street to honor their sacrifices. 
Actions such as this embody Mayor 
Terronez’s spirit of giving back to others. As 
he celebrates this milestone, I would like to 
extend my sincere gratitude for his many 
years of service to others. 

It is because of dedicated leaders such as 
Mayor Terronez that I am especially proud to 
serve Illinois’ 17th Congressional District. 
Madam Speaker, I would like to again formally 
honor Mr. Joe Terronez on his 90th birthday. 
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RECOGNIZING JAMES M. BOSWELL 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 100th birthday of a vet-
eran, neighbor, father, dedicated man of faith, 

and friend to many, Mr. James Boswell. Mr. 
Boswell is a lifelong resident of Wilson, North 
Carolina. 

James Marshall Boswell was born on Feb-
ruary 2, 1919 in Wilson, North Carolina. His 
parents taught him and his three brothers to 
work hard, although neither his mother nor fa-
ther had more than a fifth grade education. 
His father supported the family as a factory 
worker. Mr. Boswell recalls him sharing two 
double beds with his three brothers in their 
rented home. He would later go to work with 
his father at the wagon factory where he 
would perform hard manual labor for 40 hours 
a week, earning $12 per week. He worked at 
the factory until a friend offered him a job at 
a drive-in making $15 a week. In 1938, James 
wed his beloved wife, Alma ‘‘Mozelle’’ Woodall 
Boswell. They were married for 76 years until 
her passing in 2014. 

Mr. Boswell was working for the FBI in 
Washington, D.C. when Japan attacked the 
United States in 1941. Mr. Boswell felt it was 
his duty to serve his country, so he joined the 
U.S. Army Air Corps at the start of World War 
II. He qualified to fly the new B–17 Flying For-
tress. He flew 51 combat missions throughout 
Italy, France, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 
Hungary, Greece, Germany, and Austria dur-
ing his three years of service. Mr. Boswell 
credits the Tuskegee Airmen for his crews’ 
safe returns, and says he remained in contact 
with many of them for several years after re-
turning home. 

James Boswell’s three brothers also served 
our country with honor. The youngest, Harvey, 
served as a Merchant Marine. George Boswell 
served with the 8th and 9th Air Forces in Eu-
rope during World War II. Delmar was a para-
trooper in the 82nd Airborne. 

Having worked most of his life, James Bos-
well returned home to Wilson where he 
opened a grocery store, the Super Food Cen-
ter, located on Herring Avenue. 

In addition to his service to our country, Mr. 
Boswell has selflessly given of his time and ef-
forts to work in his community, serving as a 
Mason and Shriner for nearly 65 years. He is 
also a faithful member of First Christian 
Church in Wilson, where he has held several 
positions in leadership including chairman, 
elder, and deacon. Today, James Boswell 
continues to drive himself to Faith Christian 
Church every Sunday. 

The most important thing to James Boswell 
has always been his family. He has one 
daughter, Debby Boswell Keller of North Caro-
lina, and one son, James Boswell, Jr. of Illi-
nois. In describing her father, Debby stated, 
‘‘he is the most caring and giving person I 
know.’’ 

James Boswell has lived an incredible life 
that, by the grace of God, has spanned an en-
tire century. His selfless and lifelong dedica-
tion to his country and community are beyond 
remarkable, and he is truly an inspiration and 
role model for us all. His love for his family, 
friends, church, and community knows no 
bounds. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to pay trib-
ute to such a dedicated and honorable vet-
eran. I am immensely proud to have Mr. 
James Marshall Boswell as a constituent, and 
I wish him a very Happy 100th birthday. May 
God continue to bless him and his family. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS RENEWAL ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I introduced the Public Buildings Renewal Act 
(PBRA) of 2019. This bipartisan legislation will 
spur private investment in public building infra-
structure throughout the United States by cre-
ating $5 billion in Private Activity Bonds for the 
development of government-owned public 
buildings. 

In every American community, there are se-
rious concerns about the condition of our 
schools, public hospitals, justice facilities, uni-
versities, police and fire stations. With state 
and local budgets becoming increasingly 
strained, officials have chosen to save money 
by steadily reducing capital investment in pub-
lic buildings. But years of underinvestment 
have led to facilities that are inadequately 
maintained, fail to comply with current codes 
or disability requirements, and do not have 
adequate security—endangering the general 
public. Throughout the country, the average 
public-school building is at least 40 years old, 
and the current backlog of maintenance and 
repair projects adds up to more than $45 bil-
lion annually in unmet funding needs. The 
Public Buildings Renewal Act will reverse this 
trend by unlocking private sector capital for 
the public’s benefit. It is past time that we up-
grade our public buildings to provide a safe, 
modern, and efficient experience from coast to 
coast. 

While this legislation is not a panacea to 
solve all of our infrastructure needs, it is an 
important aspect of our strategy to rebuild and 
renew America. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
pass it into law. 
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HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD IN 
KODIAK, ALASKA 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Mr. YOUNG. Madam Speaker, I am hon-
ored to express my deepest gratitude to all of 
the Coast Guard members stationed in Kodiak 
that do so much for Alaska and this country. 

Our Coast Guard base in Kodiak is the larg-
est in the nation and truly vital to protecting 
our shores and coastal waters. Home to Air 
Station Kodiak, the Kodiak Naval Operating 
Base, and three cutters, Kodiak is a lynchpin 
of coastal security in the North Pacific. 

I am sure I do not need to teach anyone 
about the vital role the Coast Guard serves in 
Alaska. The area of responsibility assigned to 
Coast Guard units within Alaskan waters is the 
largest in the nation, spanning a massive 
3,853,500 square miles and more than 33,000 
miles of coastline. This enormous geographic 
responsibility includes the patrol of the North 
Pacific Ocean to protect those traversing the 
often-rough waters and to stop large-scale 
high seas drift netting as well as other illegal 
fishing practices that rob Alaskans of our liveli-
hood and one of our most valuable natural re-
sources. 
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